Highlights and impact of the past 3 months

Romans 10:14-15
“But how can they call on Him to save them unless they believe in Him?
And how can they believe in Him if they have never heard about Him?
And how can they hear about Him unless someone tells them?
And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent?
That is why the Scripture says: How beautiful are the feet
of the messengers who bring the Good News.”

“And how can they hear about Him unless someone tells them?”
It was kneading and baking, painting and sticking, mixing and blowing out of this world!
HOEP’s “Crafts for Kingdom Kids” took the crèches by storm!
Art is even more fun when it is
edible!!
Left: Learners built edible cars,
planes and rockets. At the same
time they learned that not even the
fastest sports car or the most
expensive electrical vehicle can take
us to God. The only way to get to
God, is through Jesus. When we give
our hearts to Him, He becomes our
“vehicle” to our Heavenly Father.
(John14:6).
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Above and below: One of our themes this term was “careers” and in our art session we
focused on the work of a potter. The learners formed, baked and painted the most beautiful
pots from a simple salt- and flour mix. Our prayer is that the learners will take the message
they’ve heard with them throughout their lives:
When a clay pot falls and breaks, or when it cracks in the oven, the potter is not over and
done with that clay! Potters take all those pieces and grind it finely. They call it grog or
firesand. They mix the grog with new clay and they make a new pot. Grogged pots are
stronger than other pots. God will also never give up on you and me! He can fix our broken
lives if we ask Him.

Below: With our fruit-theme, the learners gained much more knowledge than only learning
about these wonderful, nutritious gifts from nature! Mathematical concepts, such as whole
and half and reading a graph (fruit on a data mat) were, amongst other aspects, integrated
with the theme. The most memorable part came during the Bible lesson though. One
youngster quickly voiced his opinion: “So, how am I supposed to bear fruit, I’m not a tree!”
This was a wonderful opportunity to convey the message on the kids’ level that this is not real
fruit like apples and kiwi’s and oranges that the Bible is teaching us about, but fruit of the
Spirit that grows in my heart when I become a child of Jesus! (Galatians 5:22).
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Make a mind shift!!
The exciting thing is that kids are born scientists and explorers! The challenge is in keeping
these qualities alive by continuously stimulating the children to WANT to learn more. HOEP’s
Crafts for Kingdom Kids lends us the perfect opportunity to bring interesting, awesome
scientific experiments to the educators and the learners.
The naysayers will be quick to ask: “Why? These kids are small and the socio-economic
situation they find themselves in, causes such huge back logs. Is it worthwhile?”
Yes, it is worthwhile. We do it, because in each one of these learners is the beating HEART
OF A WINNER!! We teach the educators to treat every young learner as a person with
amazing potential. Every child is made in the image of God. In each one of them there is so
much locked-in potential. Part of our calling on earth is to help them to unlock it!

Above: The learners (and many of the educators!!) scratched their heads on the question why
some fruit float, while others sink!
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Left: We explained the concept “density” on an
elementary level by using marbles: All things on
earth are packed with tiny particles. These particles
are called molecules and they are so small that we
can’t even see it with our eyes. Some fruit, like a
kiwi’s particles are packed very densely, like these
marbles (just WAY smaller!!) A kiwi fruit has more
particles than water, therefore it sinks to the
bottom. Other fruits, such as apples and oranges,
have less particles (molecules), and the particles are
spaced further apart. There is plenty of space for air
in-between. These fruits float in water.

Left: Seeing crystals grow
was absolutely magical
for the kids! They could
not believe what was
happening right in front
of their eyes during the
Epsom salt and water
experiment!

Early Intervention: HOEP’s “Asset based Approach”
We have done some research on the intervention-approach we follow and concluded that
HOEP perfectly fits within the asset-based approach. This approach is not merely a program
which can be implemented. Ebersöhn and Eloff (2003:31) rather regard it as an attitude or a
certain world view. This view regards the glass as half full, instead of half empty. It is based
on the perception that all learners with learning barriers, families and learning contexts have
capacities, skills and resources. Learners with learning barriers are regarded as individuals
with enormous potential.
The asset-based approach is described as a "bottom-up approach", which shifts the emphasis
from delivering a service to an approach aimed at the empowerment of individuals and
communities (Eloff & Ebersöhn, 2001:150). The asset-based approach starts with the
already present assets ór strengths ór capacities of the individuals in a community.
This is the exact approach followed by HOEP:
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a) The demand for HOEP’s Early Remedial Intervention Program always comes from the
communities. If a crèche or school wants to implement our program, they need to apply for
it.

b) HOEP serves existing crèches and
schools in communities. We do not
replace any educators. We empower the
educators or caretakers who are already
there through weekly training sessions in
the comfort of their own classes. They
learn to present the remedial sessions to
their learners themselves.

c) We teach the educators to make resources from materials available in their unique and
immediate environment.

d) Our team of four qualified, passionate and committed quality co-ordinators who visit the
crèches on a weekly basis to do training, themselves grew up in the areas where we
operate. The parents and educators value this “from the community, for the community”
approach.
e) Class visits, by our operational manager, are always done with the intention to highlight
the wonderful work that is done, to uplift and to give guidance if there are aspects which
could improve.
Every educator receives a complete report, which they are very proud of, after such a visit.
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f) We see every child’s potential and what an absolute joy, seeing them progress! We
continuously work on three different levels, guiding these young learners to school readiness:

Above and below: Learners on the HOEP program are stimulated on concrete level, whereafter, we move to semi-abstract level.

Below: As a final step, the work is reinforced on abstract level. The learners receive quality
intervention and individual attention while working in their HOEP workbooks.

6

Feedback from the communities

Dear HOEP Team
This letter serves of great gratitude towards your organisation for the excellent work that you
do within the school community of Grabouw of which we are part of.
We have an Early Childhood Development Centre on the school premises, to activate learning
and development from a young age. It is common in Grabouw that we struggle with school
dropouts, as many of our children struggle to perform academically due to their learning
barriers.
Through the implementation and support of the Heaven on Earth Program, we as the school
could evidently see the positive outcome of learning and development by affected learners,
especially within the Grade R groups.
This program helps us a lot in terms of children going to higher grades, as they are now more
equipped to manage the School Curriculum of those specific grades.
The positive response that we received from parents and the Department of Education
mainstream, about the implementation of your program, is overwhelming.
We as school community benefit greatly and we hope that this program could be rolled out
to more schools to change the lives of people in poor communities who desperately need
this.
Thank you very much, for investing in the lives of our children to secure lifelong learning.
Regards.
W.A. Theunis
Principal: De Rust Educational Centre
20-08-2021
(Published as received)

Enlarging our HOEP footprint
There are already 8 crèches on our waiting list that applied to become part of the HOEP
program. The management team continues to explore sustainable models, so that those 8
crèches and many more can benefit from the program in future.
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Discussions, presentations and site visits:

Above: It was such a joy welcoming Afrimat
management members to HOEP and to
take them on site visits in the areas we
operate.
Left: What an honour to also meet with
Monte Christo Miqlat’s CEO, Aletia
Gründling, to discuss the possibility of
extending the HOEP program to Paarl in
2022.
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Above: We are so thankful that HOEP could collaborate with two very special professionals,
Simon and Karine Anemaet during the term.
Simon and Karine have a psychosocial practice in the Netherlands. They answered on God’s
calling to serve in South Africa for three months. Simon made himself available to provide
counselling to teachers in the broken communities where we work. These sessions touched
their lives and gave the teachers new hope. Karine is currently helping us from the
Netherlands with ideas for our book “Crafts for Kingdom Kids”.
“Each one of us can make a difference...together we make CHANGE.”
Thank you to every sponsor of HOEP. You help us to bring REAL CHANGE where it is so
desperately needed!

Find us on Facebook: Helderberg Outreach Heaven on Earth Project
Read more about us on our website: www.hoep.org.za
Get in touch with us: admin@hoep.org.za
Support us in our mission of putting the young learners of our
country in the starting blocks for successful school careers:
ABSA Helderberg, Savings Account,
Account Number: 9114483080, Branch Code: 632005,
Swift code: ABSAZAJJ
Reference: HOEP + Initials and Surname
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