Highlights and impact of the past three months

Bring back the King!!
2021 is a special year for HOEP. It is a year of pursuing a mission we are very passionate about.
Initially, we planned to add more training material to our program to empower educators in
presenting our academic intervention sessions more effectively in their classes… But God had
other plans and HOEP could only follow!
70 Crèches currently implement our early remedial intervention program. God’s command
was unmistakeable: “I have opened the doors to ALL these learning institutions for you, now
bring My Word to the young learners…”
Luckily, it was not difficult to figure out the “how?”... We work according to themes and those
themes just had to be expanded to convey the Word of God. As a result, our exciting new
book, “Crafts for ⴕKids” is currently in the making! As Sunette continues writing, it is already
being rolled out as part of our academic program.
We paint, we cut, we stick and sometimes we make a terrible mess!! The learners see and
feel the crafts and while making it, they also hear the message – every possible sense is
involved.
Mathews 8:23-27, where Jesus calms the storm, was most certainly one of the kid’s favourite
Bible stories this term! They realised that Jesus has control over all forces … that He is
stronger than all dangers. The learners made colourful windmills linking to the theme. Of
course it also resulted in heaps of fun!
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Below, left: The kids enjoy seeing their windmills turn in the wind. Below, right: Kyolan
blows vigorously to try and create a bit of wind!!

Sinking sand or solid stone?
The kids love to experiment! Therefore there is huge excitement when we share the Gospel
by means of experiments. Below: Here we performed a fun house-building experiment: we
had a look if we could see which house will stand strong when the storms and floods come.

Below: Time to experiment!
Left: Firstly, we looked at the foundations. We
explained that a foundation is laid under the ground
and that a house is then built on that foundation.
The same way people build their houses on different
foundations, people also build their lives on different
things. We think that these things will make us happy
and protect us.
Some people build their lives on WEALTH. They think
more and more money will make them happier and
strong. Others build their lives on aspects such as
POPULARITY or on THEIR OWN SELVES. Then there are
also people who build their lives on JESUS.
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Above: The learners see how the house on the rock stand firmly and take the message with
them that Jesus wants to be the rock on which we build our lives. He gives us true happiness
and helps us to stand strong when storms and floods come.

It is amazing to see how the educators involve their learners in these lessons. Below, it can be
seen how the kids went on an outing to pick up stones on the beach, how they painted the
houses and how they watched with anticipation to see what would happen when water is
poured into the tray!

It is our prayer that each of the 36 lessons in our book, “Crafts for ⴕKids” will become heart
knowledge for these youngsters – something they can take with them on their journey
through life.
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Protect our children!
Our children are supposed to play carefree, to enjoy their special childhood years and to find
delight in a wonderful fantasy world which only children can create in their minds. The hard
reality is that an unsettling number of young children daily face enormous challenges such as
neglect, violence and sexual abuse.
Left: Warrant Officer Visser,
helping our team with the
completion of police clearance
forms, which all NGO’s must apply
for to be allowed to continue
working on any school premises.
Right: Sophia communicated the
information shared during the QIS
Child Protection Course with our
team. A very informative VIVAguide on the subject was compiled.

This year, HOEP started attending Connect Network’s QIS courses. Sophia Jansen and Robin
Bagus have recently completed the first module, Child Protection. We are excited about the
knowledge we have been empowered with through this course. It enables us to plough back
much more in the communities where we work. This term, for example, we could compile a
child protection policy, which we shared with the crèches where we are involved. It makes
them so much more aware of the dangers and challenges the learners face daily and it helps
with the recognition, dealing with and prevention of such dangers.
As a result we also expanded our intervention program to completely cover the subject of
child protection in our section on life skills.

During Child Protection Week (30
May to 6 June), HOEP
empowered the learners to be
able to identify abuse through
our High Five for Safety
Campaign. Short slogans such as
“Yell and Tell”, “My body is MY
body” and “No to secrets!” help
them start understanding their
rights.
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Learners also face many other challenges. Over the Easter weekend this year, in Delft alone,
8 people succumbed to their injuries after a fire raged in this informal settlement. It is
therefore our duty as “life coaches” of these young learners, to teach them exactly what to
do when there is fire danger. Rhyming words such as: “Don’t hide, go outside!” are
important to understand and to memorise. The children need to know that they should
never hide in a closet or under a bed when trying to escape from the flames. They need to
know that they must find the best way out.
We teach them that, in case of a fire, they need to move as
close as possible to the floor, as smoke rises and a small bit of
oxygen tends to remain close to the ground. We encourage
educators to incorporate actions such as “fall and crawl” as
part of their gross motor development sessions.
We also teach the little ones that they should never run in case
their clothes catch fire. The flames get more oxygen and burn
more severely. They need to be empowered with the
knowledge to “stop, drop and roll” in such situation.

Empower our kids!

Foord Asset Management blessed each and every learner on our program with a beautiful
storybook this term. Through the story of Anele the squirrel, they learn what the value is of
saving from a young age. This is the perfect platform for parents and their children to start a
conversation on saving for the long term and to plan as family how they could put away a
small amount of money every month.
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Prepare our children for successful school careers!

Through constant hard
work and commitment to a
wonderful calling, HOEP
currently reach 1 982
young learners and 106
educators in 70 schools and
crèches in the Western
Cape.

HOEP’s standard operational procedures to effectively reach nearly 2000 learners with a
small team:
Left: Sunette Erasmus presents weekly
training sessions to our HOEP Quality
Co-ordinators. These training sessions
include the following intervention
aspects for the following week’s
training of class teachers in the comfort
of their own classes:
*Perceptual Development,
*Language Enrichment and Life Skills,
*Mathematical Development and
*Crafts for ⴕKids!

Right: HOEP’s fantastic team of
Quality Co-ordinators convey the
content of these intervention lessons
to the educators in their designated
areas.
Educators are taken by the hand and
empowered to present the remedial
intervention in their own classes,
using easily obtainable resources.
.
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Left: Here teacher Janetta Brinkhuis from
Sunshine Kids Educare, presents a HOEP
intervention session to the learners in her
class.
We feel blessed to receive heartwarming
feedback such as: “Thank you, HOEP-team…
you are the best… May God protect you and
engulf you in His endless love. Please do not
stop doing what you do for us and for the
children.”
(Translated from Afrikaans as received per
what’s app from Sophie’s Child Care, in
Botrivier).

Above: Learners firstly work on concrete level. Educators are empowered to make the
resourses they need for these activities from materials from their immediate surroundings.
Here it can be seen how bottle tops were used as counters and a bit of cornmeal was used to
practice number forming. Home made play dough was also used to help the learners with the
forming of number 3.
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Above: Only when the work is mastered on concrete level, we progress to abstract level,
where the learners work in their HOEP-workbooks.
Monitoring, class visits and assessments are conducted continuously to ensure that the
program is effectively implemented.

Inbox!
Dear Sunette

Dear Sunette,

Thank you for sharing the wonderful and impressive
achievements of HOEP in our most needy communities. I get
sooo excited whenever I go through your newsletter! WELL
DONE TO THE HOEP TEAM AND the GENEROUS SPONSORS!

Wow, this is wonderful! Thank you for
the feedback. We trust you will go
from strength to strength!
We pray for you!

HATS OFF to the team for responsible and authentic reporting
Regards

and advocating! You all really walk the talk!

Pieter
Kind regards
Ms Michelle Liedemann

Dr Pieter Swanepoel, Chair:
Department of Agronomy,
University of Stellenbosch

Deputy Chief Education Specialist: Early Childhood
Education, Western Cape Education Department

Dear HOEP
I gladly share my personal experience of the past 5 years and 6 months at the HEAVEN ON EARTH PROJECT.
As from day one, in 2016, coming on board the “HOEP ship”, it was and still is a wonderful journey. I started
as an intervention teacher and was shortly afterwards promoted to Staff Manager for a period of two years.
Currently I am in the position of Quality Co-ordinator.
I cannot thank our Heavenly Father enough for everything I have experienced at HOEP so far. In my previous
job I did not come across the appreciation, care and growth I now experience. I am so thankful that I can live
out Jesus’s love at HOEP. It is an indescribable blessing to be part of such an amazing organisation and team.
THANK YOU HOEP for restoring my self-worth and my confidence. You do not only make a difference in the
lives of preschool children, but also in the lives of every teacher we train and in the lives of the team
members!
May HOEP go from strength to strength with God’s blessing and protection. Numbers 6: 24-26.
Sophia
Sophia Jansen, Quality Co-ordinator, HOEP-team.
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Thank You so much to every sponsor and friend of HOEP for your continued support and for
believing with us in a better tomorrow for the children of South Africa. You make a huge
difference. We cannot do what we do without our Heavenly Father and without YOU!

The devil whispered: “You can’t withstand the storm”.
The warriors replied: “We are the storm.”

Find us on Facebook: Helderberg Outreach Heaven on Earth Project
Read more about us on our website: www.hoep.org.za
Get in touch with us: admin@hoep.org.za
Support us in our mission of putting the young learners of our
country in the starting blocks for successful school careers:
ABSA Helderberg, Savings Account,
Account Number: 9114483080, Branch Code: 632005,
Swift code: ABSAZAJJ
Reference: HOEP + Initials and Surname

Report compiled by:

Date:

HOEP-team 2021

11 July 2021
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