Activities, highlights and impact of the past 3 months

Welcome
2019!!

What an absolute joy it was to welcome 1 634 learners and 49 educators from 26 different
schools to the Heaven-on-Earth family this year!! Thank you so much to each and every
sponsor and friend who joined our journey and experienced the growth of the project, the
challenges, the impact and the delight with us. Thank you for your wonderful contribution
towards supporting these young learners!

Heaven-on-Earth strives to be part of turning around shocking statistics
The educational analyst, Nic Spaul’s research showed that 1 002 500 learners in South Africa
registered for grade 1 in 2007. 400 000 Of these learners did not write the matric exams in
2018. 400 000 Is merely a number to us, until we start comparing it to the capasity of 6
stadiums in South Africa: Loftus (50 000), Ellispark (62 000), Cape Town Stadium (90 000),
Newlands (50 000), Kingspark (50 000) and FNB Stadium (94 000).
Suppose we sell out all the tickets and fill these stadiums … only then we approximately have
400 000 people together… Annually 6 stadiums packed with learners do not complete their
school careers … where are all these precious children of our country?
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The challenge is clearly enormous, but the Heaven-on-Earth Project (HOEP) is wholeheartedly
committed to making a difference to these statistics together with all involved in Early
Childhood Development. We do not want to see the happy little faces on the pictures getting
lost along the way!
1 Corinthians 15:58 “Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give
yourself fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain.”

A small peek into the classrooms!
We continuously work on three levels with the learners to achieve maximum impact during
every Remedial Intervention session. Educators receive weekly training from the Heaven-onEarth Quality Co-ordinators to ensure that learners are guided step-by-step to mastering
about 20 different perceptual skills, as well as language and mathematical skills during the
year. Herewith just a small peek through the window of term 1:
Intervention on concrete level

Fine Motor Skills

Copying Skills

Visual Discrimination

Number Forming

Visual Sequencing

Reasoning and Association
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Intervention on semi-concrete level

Intervention on abstract level

Below: We’ve seen the young learners flourish this term! Individual attention and lots of
love is key to the learners’ progress.

Quality intervention is of utmost importance to us wherever we
get involved. Class visits is one of the effective ways to help in
maintaining quality and high standards. Left: Sophia Jansen
during a class visit to Robin Bagus. It is awesome to see the
passion and dedication with which the programme is presented!
The financing of this training, quality control and mentorship is
made possible by Rotary International, Somerset West Rotary
Club, Imbali Western Cape, Two-a-Day Group (Pty) Ltd and the
Frans Dreyer Charity Trust. Thank you for your amazing support!
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Left: The grade R educators of Essenhout Primary
in Delft was overjoyed when receiving a kit filled
with educational resources in February! The
apparatus in this kit was specifically chosen to help
with the effective presentation of the programme
on concrete level. A special word of thanks to
Rotary International for your huge sponsorship,
including these kits, for all the schools and crèches
joining our Remedial Intervention Programme in
2019 and 2020.
Below left: Sunette Erasmus (Operational Manager) facilitates weekly training sessions to the
HOEP Quality Co-ordinators. It is wonderful to learn from one another and to share ideas and
experience!
HOEP encourages educators to further their studies. Below middle and right: Ilse Titus with her
brand new UNISA student card! She is currently busy with her B.Ed. Sharon Simons and Fridoline
Beukes’ studies through North West University, are also being monitored by HOEP. They will
resume with the 3rd year of their grade R diploma in July.

More activities!
Left: Margret Schoeman and Fiona Walker. Fiona’s weekly drumming
classes are great fun for Margret’s grade RR learners. The little one’s can’t
wait for Wednesday mornings! While making music (and some making
noise!!) they learn without even knowing it! Aspects such as distinction
between left and right, crossing of the midline, auditory sequencing and
listening skills are but a few of the skills being developed during these
sessions. Thank you, Fiona!
Right: Ton and Karel Kalkers from
the Nederlands. Ton financed the
paving of the areas in front of the
HOEP-classes at Firgrove Primary
School this term. We are very
thankful that the learners can now
reach their classes on dry foot
during the rain season.
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Our HOEP friends from Jakarta!

A huge goal has been achieved by the Jakarta-team during the term! HOEP sponsored the
previous 2 term’s workbooks and had it printed here in South Africa. Now, workbook 3 has
been printed in Jakarta and financed by their own sponsors!! It is such a great highlight to see
how the programme is standing on its own legs in Indonesia and how it’s been rolled out with
great success.

HOEP’s growth in the Western Cape
So often we find ourselves standing in absolute awe about the wonderful way the programme
grows. HOEP has never directly approached a school to hear if they would like to make use of
our programme … At the right time our Heavenly Father sends schools to us and provides the
finances for the young learners’ workbooks. The growth is never too fast for quality to be
compromised, but also never too slow – God’s “alignment” is perfect!
Below are some of the means by which we made potential sponsors aware of the project
during term 1.

Above: Our exhibition at the Outreach Festival!! Wonderful having men like Anton van Geest, Nico
Esterhuyse and Hein Coetzee from Helderberg Outreach supporting HOEP wholeheartedly.
Below left: Thomas and Steffi Curry with visitors from Germany during one of our introductory
sessions to HOEP during the term. People often only understand what the project is all about when
seeing and experiencing it themselves.
Below right: Social media is a fantastic platform from where we can thank our sponsors, share
what we do and testify!
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A life of courage and hope!

“Life tried to crush her,
but only succeeded in
creating a diamond.”
- John Mark Green-

The faith of one woman in Franschhoek was a powerful testimony and an inspiration to all of us
this term. On 29 December 2018 Patricia Mntuyedwa’s crèche, Little Butterflies, burnt down to
the ground. During these pitch dark times she kept her eyes focused on our Heavenly Father. 53
Learners who were looking forward to starting their school year in the beautiful little school high
up in the mountains, followed Patricia to a church hall, which she currently rents. Not for a single
moment did Patricia consider giving up. This strong woman stood up and continued doing what
she loves so much: she teaches, she testifies of our Father’s care and she makes a difference in a
community who so desperately needs people like herself.

Thank you to everyone who took hands with HOEP to help Patricia
with funds to buy new tables and chairs, educational resources
and toys for the kids. Something very special is already rising from
Bemarking van die program
the ashes!
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Goals for term 2!
•

•
•

•

Designing of an M&E (Monitoring and Evaluation Framework) for HOEP by Carl Oppelt
who completed his studies in this field. Through this framework the impact and
effectiveness of HOEP will be determined in the different communities.
Internal assessments of term 1 are currently being collected and the results will be
captured into our database.
Spot checks have been done. The external assessment of these learners who
completed the HOEP programme in 2018 (grade 1, 2019), is currently being analysed
and the results will be communicated to the sponsors during term 2.
To be able to help more and more learners through our early intervention programme,
we are currently looking into means by which Companies could contribute to the
project via the Broad-Based Black Economic Empowerment (BBBEE) initiative. We are
privileged having professionally skilled people on board, currently investigating this
option for HOEP.

This report has been compiled with the greatest gratitude towards everyone
accompanying us on the HOEP journey. Thank you for ploughing into the lives of the
young children of our country, whether it is through your financial support, your help
or your prayers.
Together we are preparing preschoolers to prosper!!
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